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A number of architects and builders have previously
pioneered in concrete in a very interesting way, notably the
Ferret Brothers in Paris, who combine the function of
architects and builders. Their concrete churches at Le
Raincy and Montmagny are particularly stimulating from
the structural standpoint, and no doubt inspired to a certain
degree the Swiss architect Karl Moser in his concrete
church of St. Antoine at Bile (Figs. 37, page 91, and 104,
page 215).

The outstanding characteristic in all three examples is the
lightness of the construction; and the Ferret Brothers are
undoubtedly correct in believing that the employment of
concrete in heavy masses is not a step in the right direction.
The large cast concrete windows of these churches are par-
ticularly interesting, and suggest possibilities in precast
wall and window units adaptable perhaps to commercial
buildings. For the moulding process lends itself to repeti-
tion, and the lightness of the construction effects economies
both in space and material.

Judging by the types of work which have been executed
in concrete, it seems likely that there are two directions in
which development may take place.

In the first, where concrete is reinforced, the structure
and the design are indissolubly blended; that is the case in
the three churches mentioned, and in all the other work of
the Ferret Brothers. It is the case also in the Centennial
Hall at Breslau by Max Berg, in the Klavniko Palace
erected for the Brunn Exhibition (Czecho-Slovakia) in
1928 to the plans of Josef Kalous, in the Orly Airship
hangars by the French engineer Freyssinet (1922-3), and
in other buildings of similar scope. The use of reinforced
concrete seems to be particularly adapted to the covering of